
Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter Lumen Fidei (The Light of Faith)

For Further Reading
Christ the Prophet Invites Us to KNOW God with Him

Discussion Questions

Describe a time when you thought you understood something/someone/a relationship but
all at once realized that you had been blind. What helped you to “see”?

How have you seen your baptism unfolding in your life?

Think of some of the “truest” moments of your life. What made them “true” to you?

How is faith a light in your life? How does it help you to see yourself, others, events, the
world?

God Is Here Series 2, Part 3 

Series 2 Upcoming Dates
Saturday Retreat, Feb. 3rd, 9am-3:30pm, Brownstein Hall

Monday, Feb. 12th, 7 PM, Brownstein Hall



Series 2 Prayer

O God, who sent your Son into the world as the true light, pour out, we pray,
the Spirit he promised to sow seeds of truth constantly in people’s hearts and

to awaken in them obedience to the faith, so that, being born to new life
through Baptism, all may become part of your one people. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy

Spirit, God for ever and ever.
–Collect For the Evangelization of Peoples A2

Voices of the Church

“Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. Christ is baptized; let us also go
down with him, and rise with him…. You are to be radiant lights as you stand beside

Christ, the great light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light of heaven. You are to
enjoy more and more the pure and dazzling light of the Trinity, as now you have received
– though not in its fullness – a ray of its splendor, proceeding from the one God, in Christ

Jesus our Lord, to whom be glory and power for ever.” (St. Gregory Nazianzen, 4th
century)

“The light of Faith: this is how the Church’s tradition speaks of the great gift brought by
Jesus. In John’s Gospel, Christ says of himself: ‘I have come as light into the world, that

whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness’ (Jn 12:46)…. Those who believe, see;
they see with a light that illumines their entire journey, for it comes from the risen Christ,

the morning star which never sets.” (Pope Francis, Lumen Fidei 1)

The Word of God

The Healing of the Man Born Blind: John 9:1-7, 14-38

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or

his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works of him
who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the

man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he
went and washed and came back seeing…. 

Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees … asked him
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “[The man called Jesus] put clay on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the

sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among
them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your

eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents
of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?

How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is
of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had
already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.  

Therefore his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.”
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise;
we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I

know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to

hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not know

where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it

been heard that any one opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast

him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of

man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen
him, and it is he who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped him.


